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Welcome to our Late Summer 
Newsletter.

I hope you are all keeping well.

Nursery life seems to have settled 
back to normal very quickly.
It was lovely to see the children 
enjoying their return to nursery and 
they were very happy to see all their 
friends again.

A big hello to all our new families I 
hope you have not found the settling 
in routine, leaving your baby at the 
door, too difficult.

Thank you for using the relevant 
entrances to your child/children’s 
room and being very patient while 

you wait for a 
member of staff to 
receive or return 
your child.
I would 
personally like to 
thank all parents 
for your ongoing 
support during 
these difficult times.

We would like to say farewell to all 
our school leavers, and we hope you 
have a really great time at school. 
And when its allowed please come 
back and visit.

Jackie

Nursery Manager    Jackie Shaw
Deputy Managers   Jayde Camfield          
       Amelia Dann

Although we charge for all hours, 
whether attended or not, we are able 
to remove lunch charges for planned 
absences. We need 2 weeks notice of 
any absence. Meals will be charged for 
unplanned absences like sickness as 
we plan our catering needs 10 days in 
advance.

To ensure that we are correctly staffed 
at all times we ask that you adhere to 
your booked times. If you drop off early 
or pick up late, our staffing may not be 
adequate. To deter this, we charge if 
you pick up late or drop off early. Please 
also note that nursery will close at 6pm 
promptly.  If your current hours need 
changing please ask Lydia – we don’t 
want to charge you, we just want to be 
correctly staffed.

All nursery policies are now available 
for you to read on our website. To 
access them, you will need to login – 
please contact the nursery manager for 
details.

You can view our 4-week menu online 
at 
www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/meals/
menus. 

You can contact Managing Director 
Saffia Bullock at any time via e-mail: 
saffia.bullock@bristolchildcare.co.uk

Monday 31st August

Welcome from Jackie

Need to know

Nice to know

Bank Holiday
Reminder

Photos from the Nursery

If you have any comments or 

feedback, please email us at:

courthouse@bristolchildcare.co.uk

You may also have 
spotted us having 
outdoor meetings like 
this one in the Court 
House carpark. 

These were socially 
distanced staff apraisals 
following our Safe 
Working Procedures.

Sharing a love of books and stories is 
a core aspect of our Curriculum, so it 
was wonderrful to see this engagment 
and interaction with Saffron and a 
group of  our rising preschoolers. They 
are enjoying Dear Zoo, one of our core 
books.

We have been upcycling again, this time 
turning an old pallet into a colourful plant 
pot holder for our newly planted fuscias.



The Court House Day Nursery
270 Wells Road, Knowle, Bristol, BS4 2PU • 0117 977 2210

Update from Saffia Bullock, Managing Director

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all back to Bristol Childcare nurseries.

As I have been doing appraisals and probation meetings in nursery car parks and gardens, 
as per our Safe Working Procedures, I’ve had the opportunity to chat to many as you as you 
arrive at nursery. It’s fantastic to hear how well the children have settled back in.

I would like to publicly thank our staff team, in nursery and at Head Office, for the work 
they have done to make this possible. I am very proud of them as a team and individually. They have 
demonstrated an incredible work ethic; they have been positive and shown a collective “can do” attitude and 
determination to get nurseries open normally again, which has made our reopening easier for everyone, 
despite all of our anxieties. 

We have now been open for 8 weeks and, at time of writing, have had 20 children and 1 staff member 
displaying symptoms and therefore tested for coronavirus. Thankfully, all tests have returned negative, with 
2 still outstanding. We would like to thank all of you and our staff for your commitment to the Safe Working 
Procedures which has supported this positive return to being fully open.

For all of those families leaving us to move on to school, we wish you and your children all the best and 
hope that you all settle well in September. This is a time of uncertainty for all of us and I hope that we can 
collectively continue to support each other. 

Saffia explains why she is keen to #StandUpForEarlyYears

I was interested to read about Nursery World’s 
#StandUpForEarlyYears campaign

In launching this campaign, Nursery World wrote: “We know 
our early years providers are working incredibly hard to meet 
the needs of young children and their families in very challenging 
circumstances. This is what they have always done and will continue to do during 
the coronavirus crisis. We believe it is time that the dedication, skill, professionalism and love shown 
by everyone working in the early years sector is given the status and respect that this deserves, along with 
funding and pay to match.”

I think the lockdown has helped us all evaluate what is important to us and wider society. A light has been 
shone on the vital work of carers – in early years, the NHS and in the care sector – and people have realised 
the importance of this work. Will this now translate into greater recognition and financial reward for care 
work? Only if we all speak up!! 

Let’s be proud of what we do. Let’s stand up and say how much care matters – be it in a nursery, a care home, 
or a parent who wants to be supported to stay at home and care for their own child.

Societies’ priorities need to change and as carers, we can lead the way on this. 

Something I very much felt during lockdown was pride for our staff team. They left the safety of their homes 
to care for others and their work was important and vital to enable other Critical Workers to do their work. 
That’s what this campaign is about – we need society to acknowledge how important early years staff are and 
how this needs to be reflected in professional and financial respect. 

I would like to thank our staff team. I know many had anxieties about returning to work after so long, but 
once back in their teams the focus was on the excitement of welcoming the children back. I have loved the 
collective positive attitude and I am so proud of all our staff who have displayed calm professionalism and a 
“can do” approach which has made our reopening so successful.
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It’s wonderful when this is recognised by parents. One mum wrote to me saying “our daughter having the 
option of going back to pre-school has been a lifeline. For her, it’s been a much-needed hit of normality and 

the team have obviously made her feel like everything is as 
“normal” as possible.”

We have received so many messages of support and thanks 
from parents who are recognising what staff are doing in 
welcoming children back in a way that feels normal. They 
appreciate the opportunities for their children to play with 
their friends in an everyday way. This is testament to the 
courage and dedication of early years staff who are driven 
by their love of supporting children and watching them 
develop.

This is why it’s definitely time to #StandUpForEarlyYears 
and help others appreciate the incredible work that 
early years staff do each day and how important this is, 

for individual children and wider society.  

It has been wonderful welcoming the babies back and new friends joining us. We have also said goodbye to 
some of the babies who have transitioned confidently over to 
the twos!

It has been lovely listening to all the stories of what the babies 
have been up to in lockdown. A lot of you told us you visited 
beaches in the local area or went on day trips to further away 
places- so we made our own beach pictures using yellow 
and blue paint. We have also decorated our own ice creams 
practicing some number language. We also got messy 
painting our feet to decorate our own sandals. 

We always enjoy the Barefoot Books as well, and since 
being back after lockdown the babies have really enjoyed 
‘There’s a Hole in the Bottom of the Sea’. The babies 
have used a range of mixed media to decorate the different sea 
creatures in the book. 

As a team we would also 
like to thank parents 
for their cooperation in 
keeping the staff and 
the children safe.

From The Baby Room 
Team x 

Baby Room
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Rising Preschool

Two’s Room

All the children have come back from being at home so well and they are all really enjoying being at nursery 
with their friends! 

We have welcomed 10  new children into the room (some have transitioned from the baby room and others 
have come in new). 

The two’s have developed an interest for the vehicles that drive 
past nursery, they all stand at the wall and watch the cars drive 
past. This has helped to promote lots of language around maths 
as they children have starting talking about the big and little 
cars. 

We have also been doing 
lots of messy play. This is a 
brilliant way for the children 
to release any anxieties that 

they may have. 

Please can you make sure your child has a ‘dirty clothes bag’ in their bag 
and a hat for warmer days which is named. 

It has been lovely welcoming back over the past few weeks all the new rising preschool children who have 
moved up from the 2’s room. 

After having so much time away from nursery the children have all settled back really well and are settling 
well into their new routines. To help the children settle we have been doing lots of fun things but in a very 
safe way. 

The rising preschool have been going out on walks to the forest and around the park.

We just wanted to say a massive thank-you to all our parents for going the extra mile in making sure that we 
are all safe.
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Preschool

It has been lovely welcoming the preschool children and families back. It has been so nice seeing your lovely 
faces again after such a long time. We would like to welcome all the new friends who have transitioned from 
rising preschool, the children have settled in very well and are enjoying their time in preschool. 

We also would like to welcome back Katie our Preschool teacher; she should have been off travelling the 
world but unfortunately her plans have been cancelled due to the current situation. 

 
Since returning to preschool we have 
started to plant seasonal fruit and 
vegetables such as tomatoes, runner 
beans and strawberries. The tomatoes 
have now formed so we are just 
waiting for them to turn red before we 
pick them and give them a try. We also 
have different types of flowers growing 
such as marigolds, sunflowers, fuchsias, 
and sweet peas.

 
We are introducing new maths 
challenges to the children. Every week 
we will be focusing on a different area 
of maths and each day we will explore 
this in different ways. Our first maths 
challenge was focused on shapes in 
the environment. The children were 
engaging in activities surrounding this 
and the children brought in shapes they 
found in their homes. At the end of the 
week we made a robot using everything 
we collected. 

It is also that time of year again when we say our final goodbyes to the older preschool 
children who are setting off for their next journey. We had a great time at our leavers party. We 
danced, played musical bumps, took part in pass the parcel. We also took group and individual photos with 
Preschool’s hand made graduation hats and scrolls.  

It has been lovely to see all the children develop and grow over the last few years, we wish you the best of 
luck with the next big chapter in their lives. We will miss you. 

The Preschool Team 


