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Welcome to our Late Summer newsletter.

It was a shame that we couldn’t invite parents to our 
preschool graduation ceremony – thank goodness for 
ParentZone so that we were able to video and share in 
that way; we hope you all enjoyed watching it.  They sang 
‘So long, farewell’ from The Sound of Music and I know I had 
more than just a tear in my eye when I watched them perform.  Well done 
to Sally, Max and Jemima for their preparations to make this a memorable 
event.  We shall miss all the children who have left to start school and wish 
them every happiness and success in the future.  

With some of the preschoolers leaving, this means that children who are 
three years old will be moving up from the Twos Room in September.  You 
will all have been informed via a Moment on ParentZone of your child’s new 
Key Person and will also have received an emailed Transition letter.  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask myself or the staff team in 
preschool.  Sally will continue as Room Leader with Jemima and Rhianna as 
her team.  Max will be moving into the Twos Room with Carla and Gemma.  

Enjoy the rest of the summer!   
 
        Diane

Nursery Manager Diane James
Deputy Manager     Sally King

Although we charge for all hours, 
whether attended or not, we are able 
to remove lunch charges for planned 
absences. We need 2 weeks notice of 
any absence. Meals will be charged for 
unplanned absences like sickness as 
we plan our catering needs 10 days in 
advance.

To ensure that we are correctly staffed 
at all times we ask that you adhere to 
your booked times. If you drop off early 
or pick up late, our staffing may not be 
adequate. To deter this, we charge if 
you pick up late or drop off early. Please 
also note that nursery will close at 6pm 
promptly.  If your current hours need 
changing please speak to Diane.

All nursery policies are available for you 
to read on our website. To access them, 
you will need to login – please contact 
the nursery manager for details.

You can view our 4-week menu online at 
www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/meals/
menus. Our Cycle of Summer Menus 
started in May, you can find them on our 
website. 

You can contact Managing Director 
Saffia Bullock at any time via e-mail: 
saffia.bullock@bristolchildcare.co.uk

We would like to congratulate our Data 
Manager Justine MC on her recent 
marriage.  You may notice that replies 
from the billing@bristolchildcare.co.uk 
email are now signed by Justine Clifford. 
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If you have any comments or 

feedback, please email us at:

mornington@bristolchildcare.co.uk

Free Early Education Entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds

All parents/carers of children who were born between 1st September 2017 
and 31st August 2018 have been sent an email from adobe sign requesting 
you complete the EYR1 form for your child so that we can claim their 
funding for the Autumn Term (September to December 2021).

If you haven’t already done so, please can we have these completed by 31st 
August. You will automatically receive a PDF version of your completed 
form once you have ‘finished’ it. 

The funding calendar and a letter outlining the 30-hours extended funding 
has been sent this year by email.

Once we have received your completed form, we request that you bring in 
your child’s passport/birth certificate to nursery so that we can record seeing 
the original document. 

Please contact yvette.fensom@bristolchildcare.co.uk if you have any queries.
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Update from Saffia Bullock, Managing Director

Hello to all our new children, parents and carers! We are delighted that you have joined the Bristol 
Childcare family and hope you are settling in well.

It’s also the time of year when we have to say goodbye to our pre-school children as they leave 
for school. It’s a time of mixed emotions – it’s so exciting to see the pre-school children so grown 

up and enthusiastic about their next stage, but it’s also sad to say goodbye to children who staff have 
known so well, sometimes for many years. I would like to wish all of you and your children well in the next stages of 
your educational journey, and would like to thank you for your support over the last difficult years. I hope you take 
away fond memories of the nursery years!

Goodbye Jackie

In July we also said another goodbye - to Jackie Shaw 
who retired after an early years career spanning nearly 
50 years.

Jackie has only been working for Bristol Childcare since 
2018, firstly as a Senior Support Practitioner and then 
as Nursery Manager of The Court House in Knowle. 
However, during that time she has had a huge impact 
on our children, families and team through her gentle, 
caring and knowledgeable support. We are grateful to 
have shared the last few years of her career with her.

During her last week at The Court House Jackie was 
interviewed by Radio Bristol about her career. Lots of 
nursery parents shared their memories of Jackie and 
their thanks for all the support and kindness she has 
shown them and their children.

Jackie is a much-loved member of the Bristol Childcare 
family and she will be missed. But we’d all like to thank 
her for her years of hard work and dedication to the 
Bristol Early Years community. It’s been an honour to 
work with Jackie and learn from some of her wisdom. 
We wish her a wonderful retirement enjoying time with 
her grandchildren.

Congratulations to Yvette

I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate Yvette Fensom, a member of our 
Head Office team, who took part in the South West Coast To Coast Walk from 
Minehead to Dawlish in July. Despite very wet weather conditions Yvette walked 
68km in a time of just under 20 hours! 

Yvette was walking to raise money for Young Lives vs Cancer. Well done to Yvette 
for this incredible achievement. 
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Update from Saffia continued

Coronavirus Update

On Monday 16 August we “stepped” into another phase of England’s response to the coronavirus pandemic. 
From that date, the only people required to isolate are:

• Those who test positive with a PCR test;
• Those who have symptoms and are awaiting the results of a PCR test; and 
• Those who are in close contact with someone who tests positive, are not double vaccinated and are               
 over the age of 18 years.

We have created an Outbreak Management Plan that we will use should a member of staff or child test positive 
as there could still be impacts on staff and staffing. Your nursery manager will update you as required. We plan 
to review our Safe Working Procedures in early September once we have been able to see the impact of these 
changes. Thank you for your continued cooperation in working with us and supporting us to do all we can to 
stop coronavirus spreading within our nurseries. 

I hope that you all enjoy the last few days of August, and wish those of you leaving for school a calm, happy and 
exciting start to September.

Nursery News

We are delighted that Paul Richardson has joined the team as the Supplies and 
Maintenance Assistant. You may see Paul around the nurseries delivering, working on 
the gardens or fixing thing. Paul is very creative and has already made a fantastic den 
for Mornington House Baby room garden. He is married to Justine, Manager at The 
Priory and is pleased to now have joined the team himself. Paul says “I am enjoying 
my new position at Bristol Childcare. The role allows me to perform tasks that help 
keep the children safe. I also have opportunity to make play things that help children’s 
development. The job has variety and full of challenges.”

This year we are celebrating that it’s 50 years since we opened our 
first nursery, Mornington House in Clifton. You can find out more 
on our website. 

To commemorate this achievement we are putting up plaques at 
each nursery entrance; don’t they look great!



Butterflies

We released our butterflies after two weeks of observing them 
change from caterpillars to chrysalides. 

Some of the butterflies emerged whilst we were playing in the 
garden. This is highly unusual, as they normally change over a 
weekend or at night, when the nursery is quiet. 

Four out of five butterflies flew off, but sadly one had a damaged 
wing after emerging on the base of the butterfly tent on its side. 
We explained to the children that sometimes things like this can 
affect creatures. 

The children have been very interested in all mini beasts, especially spiders and woodlice. 
We have provided leaves and logs on the patio so they could further explore them. 
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Nursery News
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Two’s Room

 World Ocean Day and Environment Day (June 2021)

We combined learning about these two days together 
as one of our children was interested in the story called 
Octopants.  We read lots of other stories about the 
ocean to extend their learning. 

Together we created a picture of a whale by combining 
sticking and painting.  We then got a net and put 
recycling items in there – mainly plastic and also nappies 
to show and teach the children about all the rubbish 
that is being put into our oceans and how important it 
is that we recycle properly and reduce rubbish where 
we can. 

We have been including the children in our recycling at 
nursery by taking them to the boxes to put in our milk 
cartons, tins and cardboard.  Louise, our cook, did the activity with us and the children 
tell her every day the things that need recycling.  

Fruit & Veg

We picked some apples from the tree in our back garden and made an apple and 
cinnamon puree to take home and then used Carla’s dumpling press to make apple 
turnovers.  Diane had one of these and declared them “delicious!” 
We also did some printing with them and with cauliflower leaves.  The children chose 
their own paints and explored different ways to use the stalks and leaves to mark-make.  
There was a lot of conversation around the table regarding colour, texture and design.  

Baby Room
We went on the bus to The Wild Place and found that really fun!  
We saw lots of different animals – giraffes, bears, zebras, meerkats 
and wolves.  We went on the apparatus in 
the little park and had a lovely picnic made by 
Louise.  Most of us fell asleep on the bus ride 
back to nursery! 

We have also been for a really long walk 
around the Harbourside to see all the boats 
and the water features there.  We had a 
picnic on College Green and a big long nap in 
our prams on the way back to nursery. 



Preschool
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We made a water/ball run feature on the railings in the big garden. The adults cut long tubes and guttering into 
sections. The children used sandpaper to file down the rough edges of the plastic. We then attached them to the 
railings with cable ties. The ball run works well and the children enjoyed using it.

We planted eight tomato plants into our palette planter. The children have been 
helping to care for them and keeping an eye on them. We have been teaching them 
how to water the base and not the leaves, when it is sunny, as the leaves will become 
scorched. We had a small strawberry harvest of eight strawberries, which we ate 
with our tea one night. 

Pre school went for a football session on the downs. We took penalties, played 
games, and tried out lots of different running races. We had so much fun. It was a 
beautiful sunny day! 

This was all inspired by the football, Euro championship.

We learnt a leavers song for the school leavers from the Sound of Music. It includes some German. Wulan is moving 
to Switzerland and learning how to speak German. Sally happens to be learning German too, so it has become quite 
an integral part of our daily learning, to find out what things are in German. The children have been very engaged, and 
are asking constantly “what is this in German?”

Pre school held a Mornington Olympics in the big garden. The children received medals for 
participation and completed various physical challenges to gain their medals. We held the 
event across two days to make sure the majority of children were able to join in.

Persephone 
won the 
sunflower 
competition. 
Her sunflower 
measures a 
fabulous 117 
cm


