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Dear Parents,

Welcome to our late summer 
newsletter.  

I feel very lucky to be able to 
write this, after a period of 
such uncertainty.  Being back 
at nursery, with colleagues and 
children, feels very ‘normal’ and 
I have been getting feedback 
from you that your children are 
happy and settled, so they must 
be feeling ‘normal’ in nursery 
too!  This is absolutely what we 
wanted to achieve and I am very 
proud of our staff team for being 
so calm, professional and caring, 
because it is them that have 
created that feeling.  I would like 
to thank all of you parents too, for 
understanding and supporting 
our procedures and for working in 
partnership with us.

We were really happy that 
we could welcome back the 
preschool children because, back 
in March, we weren’t sure that 
we’d be able to see them before 
they went to school in September.  
We hope that they will enjoy their 
Graduation Ceremony and party 
and that you are able to watch the 
video on ParentZone.  

We wish them all 
every happiness 
in the future, 
and we think 
that all their 
new teachers 
are very lucky to 
have such wonderful 
children in their class.
  
With the autumn approaching, 
please remain vigilant.  We 
definitely will not be able to 
take a child in who has had a 
temperature or who has been 
given paracetamol before coming 
to nursery.  Obviously, as we all 
well know, children get all sorts 
of bugs and viruses which are 
completely unrelated to Covid-19.  
But we will have to treat each 
temperature as a possible case 
and ask you to take your child 
for a test, so thank you for your 
understanding and support with 
this.

Diane

Nursery Manager         
Diane James 

Deputy Manager         
Sally King

Although we charge for all hours, 
whether attended or not, we are 
able to remove lunch charges 
for planned absences. We need 2 
weeks notice of any absence. Meals 
will be charged for unplanned 
absences like sickness as we plan 
our catering needs 10 days in 
advance.

To ensure that we are correctly 
staffed at all times we ask that you 
adhere to your booked times. If 
you drop off early or pick up late, 
our staffing may not be adequate. 
To deter this, we charge if you pick 
up late or drop off early. Please also 
note that nursery will close at 6pm 
promptly.  If your current hours 
need changing  please ask Diane 
– we don’t want to charge you, we 
just want to be correctly staffed.

If you have any holidays coming 
up, please give Diane two week’s 
notice in order to have lunch costs 
removed from your bill.

Monday 31st August

Welcome from Diane

Need to know

Pre-school party Thursday 

30th July

2-4pm

Bank Holiday 
Reminder

Dates for your 
diary

Pre-school 

Graduation
Wednesday 

29th July 

2-3pmIf you have any comments or feedback, please email us at:mornington@bristolchildcare.co.uk
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Update from Saffia Bullock, Managing Director

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all back to Bristol Childcare nurseries.

As I have been doing appraisals and probation meetings in nursery car parks and gardens, 
as per our Safe Working Procedures, I’ve had the opportunity to chat to many as you as you 
arrive at nursery. It’s fantastic to hear how well the children have settled back in.

I would like to publicly thank our staff team for the work they have done to make this possible. 
I am very proud of them as a team and individually. They have demonstrated an incredible work ethic; 
they have been positive and shown a collective “can do” attitude and determination to get nurseries open 
normally again, which has made our reopening easier for everyone, despite all of our anxieties. 

We have now been open for 7 weeks and, at time of writing, have had 16 children and 1 staff member 
displaying symptoms and therefore tested for coronavirus. Thankfully, all tests have returned negative. We 
would like to thank all of you and our staff for your commitment to the Safe Working Procedures which has 
supported this positive return to being fully open.

For all of those families leaving us to move on to school, we wish you and your children all the best and 
hope that you all settle well in September. This is a time of uncertainty for all of us and I hope that we can 
collectively continue to support each other.

Saffia explains why she is keen to #StandUpForEarlyYears

I was interested to read about Nursery World’s 
#StandUpForEarlyYears campaign

In launching this campaign, Nursery World wrote: “We know 
our early years providers are working incredibly hard to meet 
the needs of young children and their families in very challenging 
circumstances. This is what they have always done and will continue to do during 
the coronavirus crisis. We believe it is time that the dedication, skill, professionalism and love shown 
by everyone working in the early years sector is given the status and respect that this deserves, along with 
funding and pay to match.”

I think the lockdown has helped us all evaluate what is important to us and wider society. A light has been 
shone on the vital work of carers – in early years, the NHS and in the care sector – and people have realised 
the importantance of this work. Will this now translate into greater recognition and financial reward for care 
work? Only if we all speak up!! 

Let’s be proud of what we do. Let’s stand up and say how much care matters – be it in a nursery, a care home, 
or a parent who wants to be supported to stay at home and care for their own child.

Societies’ priorities need to change and as carers, we can lead the way on this. 

Something I very much felt during lockdown was pride for our staff team. They left the safety of their homes 
to care for others and their work was important and vital to enable other Critical Workers to do their work. 
That’s what this campaign is about – we need society to acknowledge how important early years staff are and 
how this needs to be reflected in professional and financial respect. 

I would like to thank our staff team. I know many had anxieties about returning to work after so long, but 
once back in their teams the focus was on the excitement of welcoming the children back. I have loved the 
collective positive attitude and I am so proud of all our staff who have displayed calm professionalism and a 
“can do” approach which has made our reopening so successful.
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It’s wonderful when this is recognised by parents. One mum wrote to me saying “our daughter having the 
option of going back to pre-school has been a lifeline. For her, it’s been a much-needed hit of normality and 

the team have obviously made her feel like everything is as 
“normal” as possible.”

We have received so many messages of support and thanks 
from parents who are recognising what staff are doing in 
welcoming children back in a way that feels normal. They 
appreciate the opportunities for their children to play with 
their friends in an everyday way. This is testament to the 
courage and dedication of early years staff who are driven 
by their love of supporting children and watching them 
develop.

This is why it’s definitely time to #StandUpForEarlyYears 
and help others appreciate the incredible work that 
early years staff do each day and how important this is, 

for individual children and wider society. 

Baby Room

It’s been so lovely to see our babies again.  They have settled 
back in brilliantly and we have lots of new friends too!  

They have been enjoying nursery rhymes, songs, books, 
exploring the heuristic play and getting lots of fresh air in the 
garden. 
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Nursery NewsTwo’s Room

Makaton

The staff and children have been 
learning 2 signs a week and it is 
really helping the children with their 
communication.  Makaton is helpful 
for all children as it enables them to 
communicate their needs and alleviates 
their frustration when doing so.  

Preschool

Bird Feeders

We made bird feeders using cardboard tubes, flour and 
water solution and bird seed.  The children painted the 
tube with the solution and then rolled in seed.  They then 
used a special handheld hole punch and attached string 
so that the feeders could be hung up in their gardens at 
home.  The children were very excited to tell the staff that 
the birds have been enjoying the seeds – one child said, 
“The birds have eaten ALL the seed, it’s all gone now!”

Symmetry

The children have been enjoying the book ‘For Everyone to Share’ and 
Scout noticed that the butterfly wings had the same pattern on both 
sides – she asked, “Why are the wings the same?”  

This led to a discussion in the moment about symmetry and Gemma 
and Scout made their own butterflies, with Gemma demonstrating 
how to make a pattern on one side and fold the butterfly to copy the 
pattern to the other side.

Growing

The children have also been busy learning about growing.  They’ve 
planted leeks, garlic, green beans, strawberries, tomatoes, cress and 
mint!  

The children have been learning that plants need sun, water and food 
so that they can grow.  They are always keen to water their plants!



Preschool
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PANTS: The underwear rule

At this time of year, we talk about the 
PANTS rule.  This involves watching a 
video which was made by the NSPCC.  We 
discuss how we do not let anyone look 
at our pants area unless it is essential, for 
example if there is a toilet accident and children need help 
with getting changed.  We emphasise how we always ask permission 
to change a child’s clothes.  The song is very catchy – do have a 
watch of Pantosaurus on You Tube. 

Potatoes

A few months ago, Louise gave us a couple of old potatoes from the 
kitchen.  The children helped to cut them up and plant them in the 
garden.  It was such a great surprise for us to come back and see our 
potato plants growing!  We have harvested them and made a potato 
salad to have with our tea one afternoon.

Junk Modelling

The children have really been enjoying junk modelling since we 
returned to nursery. They have been using a variety of materials to 
make their models and have been labelling them, practising their 
writing skills.


