
The Priory Day Nursery
Late Summer Newsletter • August 2020

Dear Parents

What a crazy year so far!!

I have been pleasantly surprised 
how well the children have returned 
to nursery. We all love routine and 
take comfort from it and being 
surrounded by lots of laughter and 
close friends has helped us all to get 
back to a bit of normality.

I hope you all agree that having 
separate doors to meet and greet 
the children is working extremely 
well. As a team we have decided to 
keep the nursery gardens separate 

not only from a safety 
point of view but also 
so that the younger 
children can 
continue enjoying 
their own space with 
their own age groups.

Please look after each other and 
keep safe.
       Justine

Nursery Manager    Justine Richardson
Deputy Manager     Emma Avery

Although we charge for all hours, 
whether attended or not, we are able 
to remove lunch charges for planned 
absences. We need 2 weeks notice of 
any absence. Meals will be charged 
for unplanned absences like sickness 
as we plan our catering needs 10 
days in advance.

To ensure that we are correctly 
staffed at all times we ask that you 
adhere to your booked times. If 
you drop off early or pick up late, 
our staffing may not be adequate. 
To deter this, we charge if you pick 
up late or drop off early. Please also 
note that nursery will close at 6pm 
promptly. If your current hours need 
changing please ask Justine – we 
don’t want to charge you, we just 
want to be correctly staffed.

When picking up your child, please 
use the correct entrance to the 
nursery car park and do not enter 
using the exit.

If you are leaving your child’s buggy 
in nursery, please collapse it and 
store under the stairs. If you are in 
doubt, please ask Justine or Emma.

Monday 31st August

Welcome from Justine

Need to know

Bank Holiday 
Reminder

Bamboo Nappies

If you have any comments or feedback, please email us at:priory@bristolchildcare.co.uk

Update from Saffia Bullock, Managing Director

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all 
back to Bristol Childcare nurseries.

As I have been doing appraisals and probation 
meetings in nursery car parks and gardens, as per our 

Safe Working Procedures, I’ve had the opportunity to 
chat to many as you as you arrive at nursery. It’s fantastic 

to hear how well the children have settled back in.

I would like to publicly thank our staff team for the work they have 
done to make this possible. I am very proud of them as a team and 
individually. They have demonstrated an incredible work ethic; they have 
been positive and shown a collective “can do” attitude and determination 
to get nurseries open normally again, which has made our reopening 
easier for everyone, despite all of our anxieties. 

We have now been open for 7 weeks and, at time of writing, have had 16 
children and 1 staff member displaying symptoms and therefore tested 
for coronavirus. Thankfully, all tests have returned negative. We would 
like to thank all of you and our staff for your commitment to the Safe 
Working Procedures which has supported this positive return to being 
fully open.

For all of those families leaving us to move on to school, we wish 
you and your children all the best and hope that you all settle well in 
September. This is a time of uncertainty for all of us and I hope that we 
can collectively continue to support each other.
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Saffia explains why she is keen to #StandUpForEarlyYears

I was interested to read about Nursery World’s 
#StandUpForEarlyYears campaign

In launching this campaign, Nursery World wrote: “We know 
our early years providers are working incredibly hard to meet 
the needs of young children and their families in very challenging 
circumstances. This is what they have always done and will continue to do during 
the coronavirus crisis. We believe it is time that the dedication, skill, professionalism and love shown 
by everyone working in the early years sector is given the status and respect that this deserves, along with 
funding and pay to match.”

I think the lockdown has helped us all evaluate what is important to us and wider society. A light has been 
shone on the vital work of carers – in early years, the NHS and in the care sector – and people have realised 
the importantance of this work. Will this now translate into greater recognition and financial reward for care 
work? Only if we all speak up!! 

Let’s be proud of what we do. Let’s stand up and say how much care matters – be it in a nursery, a care home, 
or a parent who wants to be supported to stay at home and care for their own child.

Societies’ priorities need to change and as carers, we can lead the way on this. 

Something I very much felt during lockdown was pride for our staff team. They left the safety of their homes 
to care for others and their work was important and vital to enable other Critical Workers to do their work. 
That’s what this campaign is about – we need society to acknowledge how important early years staff are and 
how this needs to be reflected in professional and financial respect. 

I would like to thank our staff team. I know many had anxieties about returning to work after so long, but 
once back in their teams the focus was on the excitement of welcoming the children back. I have loved the 
collective positive attitude and I am so proud of all our staff who have displayed calm professionalism and a 
“can do” approach which has made our reopening so successful.

It’s wonderful when this is recognised by parents. One mum 
wrote to me saying “our daughter having the option of going 
back to pre-school has been a lifeline. For her, it’s been a 
much-needed hit of normality and the team have obviously 
made her feel like everything is as “normal” as possible.”

We have received so many messages of support and 
thanks from parents who are recognising what staff are 
doing in welcoming children back in a way that feels 
normal. They appreciate the opportunities for their 
children to play with their friends in an everyday way. 
This is testament to the courage and dedication of early 
years staff who are driven by their love of supporting 
children and watching them develop.

This is why it’s definitely time to #StandUpForEarlyYears and help 
others appreciate the incredible work that early years staff do each day and how 

important this is, for individual children and wider society. 
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Preschool news

Baby Room

I just want to start by saying how lovely it is to have so many children return to preschool and adjust so well 
to all the new changes. The have adapted brilliantly and it just goes to show how resilient they are and how 
proud we are of all of them throughout this very strange time!

It is amazing to have the buzz of children playing, socialising with their friends and running around in the 
garden and being free which we very often take for granted but it just makes us appreciate and realise this is 
why we do our jobs!

We have been very busy since we reopened 
and have mainly been playing in our garden 
and getting outside as much as possible.  We 
now have our own garden which the children 
have really enjoyed. We have changed the 
layout and created new and exciting areas 
such as the jungle, reading area, mud kitchen, 
fairy tea party and our new office area. 

We were very lucky on Friday 17th July to watch an aeroplane create a big happy 
smiley face directly above us in the sky. The children watched in amazement as 
the aeroplane created this brilliant picture using smoke. The children made lots of 
predictions about what it could be and even recalled about the previous time they 
witnessed this happening during lockdown. 

We have sadly had to say goodbye to some of our pre-school children who are going on to start their big new 
adventure at school. We wish you all the luck even though we know you are ready for this next exciting part of 
your journey, please do come back to visit us as we will miss you so much! 

Soon we will be welcoming new children into preschool and some children transitioning from two’s to 
preschool which is very exciting! 

Firstly, welcome back to nursery, it’s been so lovely seeing you all and having lots of fun in baby room, we 
have missed every one of you. 

We would like to welcome Ella into the baby room, the children have loved getting to know 
her, she will be working as an apprentice with us. 

The have had lots of fun getting messy with paint recently. We painted some flowers for our 
garden and have been reusing pizza boxes to create tiny easels. 



Nursery News

The Priory Day Nursery
99 Gloucester Road North, Filton, Bristol, BS34 7PT • 0117 969 2503  

Garden Flowers

Thank you very much to Finn’s daddy who donated wooden flowers for the 
nursery children to decorate. We think the staff enjoyed painting these as 
much as the children!!

Once we have waterproofed them we will display them in the garden for all to 
see.

Twos Room

How does your garden grow?

In the 2’s garden we have been planting new 
flowers in our raised bed and along the fence line. 
The children learnt about the needs of the flowers 
and what they do for the garden, encouraging 
bugs, bees and for the frogs to come back
                                                . 
They planted some sunflower seeds in a pot and we are excited to see the results and 
hopefully transport them into the garden when bigger.

In the parts of the garden Erin, Justine and Muna have been creating more sensory and exploratory areas, the 
children are enjoying the sensory area where the mud kitchen 
used to be.
                                   
We are going to try and enjoy the garden area whenever 
possible, so please can we remind parents about bringing sun 
hats and applying the 8hr sun cream in the mornings. 

We are a nursery that will go out in all kinds of weather so 
appropriate and spare clothing is always needed.


