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Welcome to our Winter Newsletter.

Hello to everyone who has joined us at the Priory.
It is so nice to see you all coming inside nursery to collect 
your children. Just remember the golden rules; if you can 
we prefer you to continue to wear a mask.

Most of you have met Lizzie our new practitioner in 
the baby room. Lizzie has had lots of experience with 
children, and we welcome her to the Priory family.

Lauren is now on Maternity leave so we will await the 
exciting news when she has her new bundle of joy.

This year’s Christmas festivities will be with just the 
staff and children. The Nativity Sing Song will be recorded and sent to all 
parents to enjoy throughout Christmas and share with family.

We will also be collecting donations for the local foodbank, a basket will 
be in reception, so any donations will be appreciated. 

        Justine

Nursery Manager    Justine Richardson
Deputy Manager     Emma Avery

Although we charge for all hours, whether 
attended or not, we are able to remove 
meal package charges for planned absences. 
We need 2 weeks notice of any absence. 
Meals will be charged for unplanned 
absences like sickness as we plan our 
catering needs 10 days in advance.

To ensure that we are correctly staffed 
at all times we ask that you adhere to 
your booked times. If you drop off early 
or pick up late, our staffing may not be 
adequate. To deter this, we charge if 
you pick up late or drop off early. Please 
also note that nursery will close at 6pm 
promptly.  If your current hours need 
changing please speak to Justine.

All nursery policies are available for you 
to read on our website. To access them, 
you will need to login – please contact the 
nursery manager for details.

You can view our 4-week menu online at 
www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/meals/menus. 
Our cycle of Winter Menus started on 
1st November, you can find them on our 
website. 

You can contact Managing Director 
Saffia Bullock at any time via e-mail: 
saffia.bullock@bristolchildcare.co.uk

 

Christmas - we close at 3pm on  Friday 
24 December and reopen at 7:30am on 
Tuesday 4 January 2022

Welcome from Justine

Need to know

Bank Holiday 
Reminder

Nice to know

If you have any comments or 

feedback, please email us at:

priory@bristolchildcare.co.uk

Dates for your Diary

Friday 10th December

Wednesday 15th 
December

Deadline Friday 17th 
December

Tuesday 21st December
1.30 - 3.30pm

Thursday 23rd December

Christmas Jumper Day

Christmas Nativity Sing Song

Donations for Bristol Northwest 
Foodbank

Christmas Party

Christmas Lunch
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Update from Saffia Bullock, Managing Director

A Review of the Year

As we come to the end of this year I have been reflecting 
on all we have achieved together. It’s not been an 
easy time and I’d like to thank everyone in the Bristol 
Childcare community for working together to ensure 

that our care of the children has been as disrupted as little 
as possible.

It’s been wonderful to see all the fantastic things that have been going on in 
nursery. I enjoy seeing the photos posted on social media which showcase a 
tiny part of what happens every day.

It’s great to see staff and children exploring the world, learning together and having fun in different ways.

This year has also seen the changes to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). The EYFS sets the legal standard 
for the learning, development and care that we provide in nursery. I sent a letter to all parents about this on 1 
September and the Welcome Letter new parents receive has also been updated. If you did not receive the EYFS 
letter and would like a copy please let me know. In brief, the ethos of the learning and development changes is 
to ensure that the focus of staff time is to be engaging with the children rather than writing reports or inputting 
information on to tablets. The EYFS states that assessment is not to entail prolonged breaks away from the children 
nor excessive paperwork – the focus is to be on quality interactions with the children. 

We have been changing our focus to this for many years, with the move to Planning in the Moment, which has been 
very successful and really helped our staff support the children by following their interests. Therefore, we have just 
made some slight changes to our processes to align with the new EYFS. We have also been updating our Bristol 
Childcare Curriculum which shares in detail what we want children to learn while attending our nurseries. This 
focuses around our Significant Six statements which are:

• To be able to build relationships and engage with others
• To enjoy stories, songs and rhymes
• To treasure and celebrate family life in all its diversity
• To value family mealtimes
• To understand what it means to be healthy
• To develop a love of learning 
Please ask your Nursery Manager if you’d like to see a copy of the full curriculum. 

We have also been celebrating the fact that this year 
marks 50 years of Bristol Childcare. We have shared 
information about the history of BCC in previous newsletters and you can read the 
story here - https://www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/50-years-of-bristol-childcare/

Plaques have been put up outside each nursery and we are having a party to 
celebrate with the whole team in December. The photo is me with my mum, Sue, 
who founded Bristol Childcare with my dad, Bruce, 50 years ago.

There is lots to celebrate, I believe, at the end of this difficult year. Plans are already being made for festive 
celebrations – nativities, stay and play events, dressing up and Christmas parties. Look out for dates in this newsletter 
and in letters from each nursery. I hope that you are all able to enjoy a break at Christmas and some 
fun family time.

https://www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/50-years-of-bristol-childcare/ 
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French Lessons for Pre-schoolers

Bonjour!

My name’s Rhian and I’m going to be visiting the Pre-School children 
once a week for French lessons. I’ve been doing this for many years 
now (but sadly had to stop during lockdown) so some of you may 
already know me and my puppet friend Gaston.

My aim is to deliver fun and interactive lessons using props, songs, 
stories, rhymes and games to introduce the French language. 
Throughout the year we will cover topics including greetings, 
counting, colours, family, animals, seasons and holidays. 

I really hope your children enjoy our lessons and I welcome any 
feedback you may have.

Gaston and I will be at:
The Priory on Wednesdays from 1.15pm
The Court House on Thursdays from 10am
Mornington House on Thursdays from 1.30pm

There are numerous articles and resources out there to help support you as parents/carers in this area. In 
our Early Summer Newletter we shared links to both BrushDJ and a practical guide on children’s teeth from 
the British Society of Paediatric Dentistry after some of our staff had training with Jenni Carpenter, an Oral 
Health Practitioner from Bristol Dental Hospital.

“During Early Years’ Foundation Stage, a child’s first experiences with oral health can impact on the rest of 
their life.That’s why it’s so important to teach them about their mouth and introduce them to good habits as 
soon as possible. It is equally vital to continue to ‘normalise’ dental visits and put them at ease with the role 
of a dentist as a person they can trust.”  https://www.dentalhealth.org/early-years-foundation-stage

https://www.brushdj.com/
https://www.bspd.co.uk/Portals/0/A%20practical%20guide%20to%20children's%20teeth%20Nov%202016.pdf
https://www.dentalhealth.org/early-years-foundation-stage
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Getting Creative!

The under 2’s have been exploring lots of creative and sensory play. We have been exploring 
the texture of play dough and using lots of different cutters to create different shapes. The 
children have enjoyed large scale mark making too, using different coloured crayons to make 
some masterpieces. 

A lot of the children have been taking an interest in vehicles that can be seen out of the 
window. During heavy traffic the children have been standing at the window and learning 

about the different types of vehicles that pass. The bin men 
are definitely their favourite, giving them a traditional Friday 

morning wave!

Twos News

Twos room have been enjoying all this autumnal weather. With the change of season, the adults in the twos room 
have made the most of the falling leaves in the garden and created a variety of different activities for the children to 
engage with.

The children helped collect the fallen leaves from the garden and 
we spoke about the different textures and colours of these leaves. 
We then used the leaves to create our own pictures and sensory 
tray. We have also made an autumn tree within the room, and we 
are adding leaves to it that the children have made. 
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Pre-school News

The children in Pre-School have been learning all about the seasons and have been observing the change in weather. 
We have been discussing the temperature, the seasons and how it is becoming darker earlier. This has led us on to talk 
about the clothes we might need to wear and how to keep 
safe in the dark.

Although the weather is changing, we still go outside every 
day. We have been making the most of the garden before it 
gets too muddy, and we actually get ‘stuck in the mud’.

We have also been exploring and learning all about light and 
dark recently. They have been using the torches to create 
flashes of light around the room, learning how to create big 
and small circles on the wall and even creating their own 
shadows. We have extended this interest by creating a cosy 
dark den for the children so they can have some quiet time or 
just simply have some time on their own. 

The children have been loving making mud pies using lots of mud, 
leaves, sticks and anything they can find to add to the mixture. 
After the food is ready, they enjoy coming together and having a 
dinner party with a BIG cheers!”.

The animal kingdom is still one of the most popular areas the 
children like to play in, both outside and inside. They have been 
fascinating us with their amazing imaginations, creativity, and 
stories.

See page 6 
for more 
information on 
our museum 
trip
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Nursery News

October was the first month to have Natasha our hairdresser visiting The Priory to cut a few children’s hair. 
 Amber sat very still and spoke to Natasha about going to the Cinema and eating popcorn!  Natasha will be in nursery again on Monday 6th December. If interested in a Christmas haircut please speak to a member of staff.

Spooky fun!

The under 2’s have loved exploring different activities 

for Halloween. We have been painting outside creating 

a masterpiece for our room bunting. We explored 

gloop, getting messy and mixing colours, and have 

decorated our own pumpkins!

Wow what an exciting time we had back in September exploring our beautiful city, Bristol. 
We had the BEST day going on not 1, but 4 buses around the City and even visiting Bristol Museum where the children loved learning all about our history and seeing all different kinds of animals with their favourite being the dinosaurs!

At Bristol Childcare we are doing all we can to reduce our impact on the enviroment. 
You can find our Environmental Statement here 

https://www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/environmental-statement/

Our environment

https://www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/environmental-statement/

