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Hello to all children and families at The Court House. 

We welcome the brighter days that are coming after a very busy start to 2022. 
At the end of February, we will say goodbye to Rachel, she is moving to 
Cardiff, and we wish her all the very best in her new nursery role, we also 
want to celebrate with Josie and say a huge congratulations on becoming a 
qualified member of staff! 

 We have welcomed Tracey to our team 
this year as our housekeeper, she is doing an 

amazing job at keeping the nursery lovely and 
clean as well as getting to know all the children. 

In pre-school Kayleigh has joined us for two days a 
week, we have also welcomed Shannon in the babyroom, 
and Emma who is supporting across all rooms through the week. 

We have revised our selection of Core Books and songs, which we want all 
children to be familiar with by the time they leave our nurseries.  We have 
chosen books which will help broaden the scope of children’s understanding of 

the world and other people. Not all the books are provided for Baby Room children, as the books chosen 
support progression in a child’s vocabulary and understanding.  When we were discussing revising our list 
of core books, we talked about how special they are to the children – they love that they have a special 
basket, a special place and that mostly they are shared with an adult.  Because they read them again and 
again, they become very familiar with the content which creates deep understanding.

In pre-school we have introduced Red and Green choices to support the children to become more 
aware of their actions and be responsible for the choices that they make at nursery. We talk about red 
and green choices rather than dwelling on good and bad, they have talked about this during circle times 
what these choices look like in actions and everyday life at nursery as well as how to support each other 
to make these more positive green choices. They have taken well to this approach, and you may hear this 
vocabulary at home, please feel free to talk with us at nursery if you have any questions at all. 
 
Please do review us on daynurseries.co.uk or alternatively collect a free postal form from one of the staff 
in nursery. 

Many thanks 

        Katie

Nursery Manager    Katie Townsend
Deputy Managers   Jayde Camfield          
       Amelia Dann

Although we charge for all hours, whether 
attended or not, we are able to remove 
meal package charges for planned 
absences. We need 2 weeks notice of 
any absence. Meals will be charged for 
unplanned absences like sickness as 
we plan our catering needs 10 days in 
advance.

To ensure that we are correctly staffed 
at all times we ask that you adhere to 
your booked times. If you drop off early 
or pick up late, our staffing may not be 
adequate. To deter this, we charge if 
you pick up late or drop off early. Please 
also note that nursery will close at 6pm 
promptly.  If your current hours need 
changing please speak to Katie.

All nursery policies are available for you 
to read on our website. To access them, 
you will need to login – please contact the 
nursery manager for details.

You can view our 4-week menu online at 
www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/meals/
menus. Our cycle of Winter Menus 
started on 1 November, you can find 
them on our website. 

You can contact Managing Director 
Saffia Bullock at any time via e-mail: 
saffia.bullock@bristolchildcare.co.uk

 

Good Friday - 15 April
Easter Monday - 18 April 
Early May Bank Holiday - 2 May
Spring Bank Holiady - 2 June
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - 3 June

Welcome from Katie

Need to know

Nice to know

Bank Holiday
Reminder

If you have any comments or 

feedback, please email us at:

courthouse@bristolchildcare.co.uk

Dates for your Diary

Thursday 3rd March

World Book Day 

We invite your children to bring in 
their favorite story and come to 
nursery dressed up as their favorite 
book character.
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Update from Saffia Bullock, Managing Director
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We are delighted to announce that we have been named as 
Aspiration Training’s Childcare Employer of the Year 2021!

We were presented – virtually – with this award just before 
Christmas, and you can watch the video made about us here:

https://www.aspirationtraining.com/learner-employer-awards-winners-2021/

Aspiration Training state: The theme for 2021 was ‘Improving people’s lives through education’. 2021 
has been a difficult year for many of us and these awards give us an amazing opportunity to offer individuals and 
organisations the chance to be recognised and rewarded for their hard work, commitment and success within 
training and development.

Our employer awards celebrate the relationship that Aspiration Training has with both small and large employers 
across both England and Wales. Showcasing and celebrating the achievements of those who have exceeded 
expectations and shown an understanding of, and commitment to, the improvement of skills development for the 
economy and their sectors.”

We are very proud to be recognised in this way.

“This award is for our whole team. Katie, Justine and Diane, our nursery managers who have the huge job of 
mentoring the apprentices, and working alongside Jo (the trainer from Aspiration) to support and encourage when 
needed. They also have the near impossible job of organising the weekly rota to ensure the apprentices have time 
out of the rooms when they need it for workshops and study while ensuring we stay in ratio and everyone can have 
a lunch break – not an easy task!

Our Head Office staff support with the complicated administration of apprenticeships and the staff who work in 
the rooms support our apprentices by answering their questions and gently teaching and role modelling every day, 
alongside coping with the extra bit of stress when the apprentices have to go and take part in a workshop. 

We truly believe in the benefit of apprenticeships in developing the workforce, but everyone in the team has to 
commit to that, and I’d like to thank our team for that support.

I’d also like to thank Aspiration Training. We work with some fantastic people at Aspiration – from Fran who first got 
us started to Jo who mentors all our apprentices now. We really value the working relationships we have with the 
Aspiration team and thank you to Jo and Aspiration for the honour of being recognised.”

Some of our apprentices are about to qualify and we look forward to celebrating this very soon…

https://www.aspirationtraining.com/learner-employer-awards-winners-2021/
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Core Books

As part of our Curriculum review in light of changes to the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) we have updated our selection of 
Core Books. 

We have chosen a set of core books and songs to support 
the children in developing a love of language, broaden their 
vocabulary, cultural capital and knowledge of the world and 
other people, and help them understand a range of concepts. 
The Curriculum Intent is that all children will be familiar with 
these books and songs by the time they leave Bristol Childcare 
nurseries:

It has been great to see the children so excited about the 
selection of new books that have been brought into nursery over 
the last few weeks.

Please ask your room leader if you would like to find out more 
about our selection of Core Books.

Me Box

Each of our nurseries now have a set of these suitcases and it has 
been lovely to see them being used by some of the new children 
in their first few weeks with us. 

The Me Box is a valuable tool for children settling into nursery 
and is used either at group time or on a one-to-one for those less 
confident children. The children can choose up to five favourite 
things from home to put in so that they can then show us what 
they love.

It can be helpful if you write a small note explaining the 
significance and meaning of the item to your child, especially for 
the younger, or really shy children, that might find it hard to tell us 
themselves.  This helps provide a link between home and nursery 
when we talk about them.
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Baby Room
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Happy New Year to all our families, we are glad to be back in the swing of things. We would like 
to say hello to all our new families and friends that have joined the baby room. 

We have enjoyed lots of different activities in the short time we’ve been back, including messy 
gloop trays, dabber marking and lots of singing and dancing. 

The babies have also been enjoying the train track.  Small groups of children have become 
really invested in connecting trains together and learning about the different sounds trains 
make such as ‘choo choo’ and ‘chchchchchchchch’.  Small groups of friends also played 
alongside each other, and they were also helping one another when they needed help. 

In February, we celebrated Chinese New Year. We coloured in some tiger pictures using 
orange and black mark making materials. We also had a delicious Chinese style 
lunch, which we all enjoyed along with fortune cookies- Thank you Sarah!

We are looking forward to getting up to more exciting 
things as we enter spring, and celebrate upcoming 
holidays and celebrations. 

As some of you are aware, I (Rachel) will be leaving 
at the end of February. This is due to moving to 
Cardiff. I have fully enjoyed my time at The Court 
House, and I am very fortunate to have worked 
with many amazing children and families. I wish The Court 
House all the best for the future and will miss you all. 

Two’s Room

First of all we would like to say a big welcome to all the babies that have 
transitioned over to the twos room and to the new children that have 
recently started with us from outside nursery. They have all settled really 
well!

Since returning back to nursery we have enjoyed creating our own 
pizzas and then eating them for our tea. 

We have also been doing lots of work on our fine motor skills, we 
recently got some tweezers and scoops which the children have spent 
lots of time using to collect pom poms.

Since returning from the 
Christmas break all of the 
children have developed a big 
interest in role play. We have 
some dressing up clothes within 
the room which the children 
love to wear and even the 
grown-ups get involved.

We have now got our special books (core books) which the 
children love to listen to and they are helping to take extra special 
care of them.



The Court House Day Nursery
270 Wells Road, Knowle, Bristol, BS4 2PU • 0117 977 2210 5

Preschool

We have our very own palaeontologists in the making!

The children have shown an interest in dinosaurs. So, we decided 
we wanted to make our own dinosaur bones using salt dough. We 
made the salt dough together; we spoke about the instructions how 
to make salt dough what we need and the amount we needed. We 
took it in turns to stir the dough. Once it was in dough form, we all 
had our own dough to make our bones. We made faces, leg bones, 
lots of eyes, teeth and even dinosaur eggs.

Once the bones were ready to go, paintbrushes and magnifying glasses 
were used to discover the bones. We made our own dinosaur and have 
decided to call it Preschoolasaurus. We have found sharp teeth, noses, leg 
bones, arm bones and even dinosaur eggs.

One afternoon we read a book of nursery rhymes to a group of children, one of 
the rhymes was Humpty Dumpty. The children started to discuss Humpty Dumpty 
falling and cracking, and how we can help him. We wanted to do our own Humpty 
Dumpty experiment to see what Humpty Dumpty could use to protect 
himself and not crack next time he sits on a wall. The children had a lot 
of different ideas they wanted to use for their Humpty Dumpty. 

So, the children were set their own challenge to go home and think 
about what they could use, and the children bought in their own egg 
from home. This was a great learning opportunity for the children, 
the children took it in turns to drop their egg from the car park into 
preschool garden. We had a discussion after the experiment to see 
what resources will help Humpty Dumpty. 

We have been focusing on our physical development. We have been 
learning simple dance routines, we have been improving our yoga positions. We love 
Sticky Kids and we have been listening to the instructions and having fun at same 
time! The children have been improving their independence by taking their shoes on 
and off before and after the PE sessions. 



Supporting the use of reuseable nappies
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On Friday 19 November, staff from the babies and twos rooms attended Cloth Nappy training with Sarah from 
Bristol Cloth Nappy Library. 

Bristol Childcare has a trial pack of reusable nappies which has been 
put together with the support of Close Parent, Tots Bots, Easy Peasy 
Nappies and South Glos council. A guide is provided to parents with 
offer codes if they are interested to buy their own nappies once they 
have tried some out.  

As part of our environmental ethos, we support families in using 
reusable nappies. This training is part of the package – we train our staff 
to have the knowledge to best use the nappies and support parents, and 
we offer parents this trial package to help them try out a range of cloth 
nappies before investing. 

If you would like to borrow our trial pack of reusable nappies, please speak to Katie. 

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year to promote the safe and positive use of digital 
technology for children and young people, and to inspire a national conversation about using technology responsibly, 
respectfully, critically, and creatively. Safer Internet Day 2022 was on 8th February and was celebrated with the 
theme ‘All fun and games? Exploring respect and relationships online’.Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet 
Centre. https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022

Our environment

Stay and Play

On Friday 10 December we enjoyed welcoming 
parents and carers into nursery for our Stay and 
Play session. Lots of exciting activities had been set 
up across the nursery and Sarah our cook created 
a delicious buffet. It was fantastic to get to know 
each other better and a wonderful homely and 
supportive event. We look forward to 
organising more Stay and Play events 
in 2022. 


