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Welcome to our early spring newsletter and a very Happy New 
Year to you all!  On behalf of the team, I’d like to thank you for your 
donations to the NorthWest Food Bank, and for the lovely Christmas 
gifts and cards.

When I was gathering the photos and notes the staff had written 
about them from each room, I could really see the progression that the 
children make in their development from the Baby Room, through Twos 
and into Preschool.  For example, the babies enjoy large scale floor painting 
using their whole bodies.  In the Twos Room, they use a range of mark making materials and 
have lots of opportunities to practise their fine motor skills.  In Preschool, they used their 
learning from the daily phonics activities to write to Father Christmas and have developed an 
interest in holding a pen or pencil effectively so that they can form letters which are familiar to 
them.  It is great to see that the Bristol Childcare curriculum, which we have worked so hard 
to create, is really evident in the children’s learning and development. 

We have revised our selection of Core Books and songs, which we want all children to be 
familiar with by the time they leave our nurseries.  We have chosen books which will help 
broaden the scope of children’s understanding of the world and other people. Not all the 
books are provided for Baby Room children, as the books chosen support progression in 
a child’s vocabulary and understanding.  When we were discussing revising our list of core 
books, we talked about how special they are to the children – they love that they have a 
special basket, a special place and that mostly they are shared with an adult.  Because they 
read them again and again, they become very familiar with the content which creates deep 
understanding.

Your child’s key person will use our curriculum as part of planning for the next stage of 
development at their six-month spotlight check and will be happy to discuss this with you at 
the meeting.  You are also very welcome to ask me any questions you may have about our 
curriculum and the core books and songs.  

        Diane

Nursery Manager Diane James
Deputy Manager     Sally King

Although we charge for all hours, whether 
attended or not, we are able to remove 
meal package charges for planned absences. 
We need 2 weeks notice of any absence. 
Meals will be charged for unplanned 
absences like sickness as we plan our 
catering needs 10 days in advance.

To ensure that we are correctly staffed 
at all times we ask that you adhere to 
your booked times. If you drop off early 
or pick up late, our staffing may not be 
adequate. To deter this, we charge if 
you pick up late or drop off early. Please 
also note that nursery will close at 6pm 
promptly.  If your current hours need 
changing please speak to Diane.

All nursery policies are available for you 
to read on our website. To access them, 
you will need to login – please contact the 
nursery manager for details.

You can view our 4-week menu online at 
www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/meals/menus. 
Our cycle of Winter Menus started on 
1st November, you can find them on our 
website. 

You can contact Managing Director 
Saffia Bullock at any time via e-mail: 
saffia.bullock@bristolchildcare.co.uk

 

Good Friday - 15 April
Easter Monday - 18 April
Early Spring Bank Holiday - 2 May
Spring Bank Holiday - 2 June
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - 3 June

Welcome from Diane

Need to know

Nice to know

Bank Holiday
Reminder

If you have any comments or 

feedback, please email us at:

mornington@bristolchildcare.co.uk

Dates for your Diary

Thursday 3rd March World Book Day

Children to bring in their  
favourite story
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Update from Saffia Bullock, Managing Director

We are delighted to announce that we have been named as 
Aspiration Training’s Childcare Employer of the Year 2021!

We were presented – virtually – with this award just before 
Christmas, and you can watch the video made about us here:

https://www.aspirationtraining.com/learner-employer-awards-winners-2021/

Aspiration Training state: The theme for 2021 was ‘Improving people’s lives 
through education’. 2021 has been a difficult year for many of us and these awards give us an amazing 
opportunity to offer individuals and organisations the chance to be recognised and rewarded for their hard work, 
commitment and success within training and development.

Our employer awards celebrate the relationship that Aspiration Training has with both small and large employers 
across both England and Wales. Showcasing and celebrating the achievements of those who have exceeded 
expectations and shown an understanding of, and commitment to, the improvement of skills development for the 
economy and their sectors.”

We are very proud to be recognised in this way.

“This award is for our whole team. Katie, Justine and Diane, our nursery managers who have the huge job of 
mentoring the apprentices, and working alongside Jo (the trainer from Aspiration) to support and encourage when 
needed. They also have the near impossible job of organising the weekly rota to ensure the apprentices have time 
out of the rooms when they need it for workshops and study while ensuring we stay in ratio and everyone can have 
a lunch break – not an easy task!

Our Head Office staff support with the complicated administration of apprenticeships and the staff who work in 
the rooms support our apprentices by answering their questions and gently teaching and role modelling every day, 
alongside coping with the extra bit of stress when the apprentices have to go and take part in a workshop. 

We truly believe in the benefit of apprenticeships in developing the workforce, but everyone in the team has to 
commit to that, and I’d like to thank our team for that support.

I’d also like to thank Aspiration Training. We work with some fantastic people at Aspiration – from Fran who first got 
us started to Jo who mentors all our apprentices now. We really value the working relationships we have with the 
Aspiration team and thank you to Jo and Aspiration for the honour of being recognised.”

Some of our apprentices are about to qualify and we look forward to celebrating this very soon…

https://www.aspirationtraining.com/learner-employer-awards-winners-2021/
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Core Books

As part of our Curriculum review in light of changes to the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) we have updated our selection of 
Core Books. 

We have chosen a set of core books and songs to support 
the children in developing a love of language, broaden their 
vocabulary, cultural capital and knowledge of the world and 
other people, and help them understand a range of concepts. 
The Curriculum Intent is that all children will be familiar with 
these books and songs by the time they leave Bristol Childcare 
nurseries:

It has been great to see the children so excited about the 
selection of new books that have been brought into nursery over 
the last few weeks.

Please ask your room leader if you would like to find out more 
about our selection of Core Books.

Me Box

Each of our nurseries now have a set of these suitcases and it has 
been lovely to see them being used by some of the new children 
in their first few weeks with us. 

The Me Box is a valuable tool for children settling into nursery 
and is used either at group time or on a one-to-one for those less 
confident children. The children can choose up to five favourite 
things from home to put in so that they can then show us what 
they love.

It can be helpful if you write a small note explaining the 
significance and meaning of the item to your child, especially for 
the younger, or really shy children, that might find it hard to tell us 
themselves.  This helps provide a link between home and nursery 
when we talk about them.
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Baby Room

We had lots of fun in the weeks leading up to Christmas. 
Making cookies using different shaped cutters, painting our own 
Christmas cards and having sensory play with tinsel, baubles and 
home-made sensory bags.

We enjoy the garden whatever the weather!  
We love having fun in the mud kitchen, having 
a go on the see-saw and the slide, exploring 
the different areas and having fresh air.  

Jo and Megan taped some big paper to the floor 
and mixed up some different coloured paints.  
It was too cold to just wear nappies, so they 
dressed the babies in some old, spare clothes.  
They loved exploring the textures, brushes and 
sponges to create their masterpiece!  

We’ve also had fun 
playing with the 
maths resources, 
exploring quantities 
and shapes.  

Even our youngest babies love the book area, 
we have a wide range for them to look at 
independently.  We also have our core books 
for special story times with an adult.

Jo, Megan and Rhianna took the 
babies for a lovely long winter walk 
on the downs.  They wrapped them 
up warmly with hats and blankets and 
set off for a couple of hours to enjoy 
the fresh air, trees and views to the 
suspension bridge.  
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Two’s Room

As our Bristol Childcare curriculum states – ‘Reading and being 
read to supports vocabulary development.  If children have 
enjoyable experiences of being read to, this will benefit them 
through their lives, developing literacy skills and imagination.’

The children have opportunities to use their imagination during role play and creative activities 
such as painting and play-dough.  They also love making music with Max using the keyboard and 
other instruments.  A cardboard box is a great open-ended resource that sparked the children’s 
imaginations and became their car.

Children’s fine motor skills develop through both everyday actions and at playtime with activities that involve grasping, 
holding, and pressing. Play-dough, puzzles, building blocks and mark making opportunities and painting are ideal for 
developing these skills. 

The children love to play hide and seek, hunt for insects and have time with their friends in the fresh air.  
They also like to learn new skills like rolling the hoop and playing football.  



Preschool
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Instead of doing a traditional Nativity Play this year, we decided to 
perform Stick Man instead, as the children absolutely love the story by 
Julia Donaldson.  Parents created wonderful costumes and the children 
were amazing at acting out the parts.  Jemima was director and Max 
edited the video so that we could send it out to parents to watch.  

One of our parents gave 
preschool a bird feeder 
for Christmas which the 
children are enjoying filling 
up so that the ‘birds don’t 
get hungry’. 

A group of children worked together 
to make a surfboard using cardboard 
and lots of Sellotape.  
Brilliant teamwork!

Learning how to pour water, milk, custard or 
gravy from a jug is a great skill involving hand-
eye coordination, control, motor skills and 
independence.  Mastering the stilts is tricky, 
involving balance and perseverance.  Learning 
how to build with Duplo involves using your 
imagination, spatial awareness and fine motor 
skills.  All these activities are the building blocks 

for learning how to write, which 
the children have recently become 
interested in.  They are learning how 
to hold a pen or pencil using a tripod 
grip to write letters which are familiar 
to them.  

More teamwork; 
two children 
worked together to 
complete the large 
floor puzzle. 

Gemma showed 
the children in 
preschool our new 
musical instrument, 
a Kalimba.  They 
were interested to learn how to 
make sounds on it and to use it 
independently. 

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year to promote the safe and positive use of digital 
technology for children and young people, and to inspire a national conversation about using technology responsibly, 
respectfully, critically, and creatively. Safer Internet Day 2022 was on 8th February and was celebrated with the 
theme ‘All fun and games? Exploring respect and relationships online’.Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet 
Centre. https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022

Safer Internet Day 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022

