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Welcome to our first newsletter of 2022.

As you all know, it’s been a tough start to the year for us at 
The Priory and we’ve had to reduce our opening hours to 
8am until 5pm for February and March. We are very sorry 
for the inconvenience this has caused and will update you about 
April as soon as we can.

At the end of January we said goodbye to Emma Avery who has moved to a nursery 
admin role at another company. We thank Emma for all her hard work and wish her 
well in her new role.

We are excited to welcome new members to our team. Viki and Lisa who are our 
new Nursery Assistants and Sophie who joins us from school as an apprentice. We 
welcome them to The Priory family. 

Congratulations to Ella who has recently celebrated her 18th birthday! Ella is working 
hard at her Level 3 studies and we are looking forward to celebrating her qualification 
soon. We have won an award for supporting our apprentices – take a look on the 
next page.

Once again, thank you all for your support at this tricky staffing time. 

        Justine

Nursery Manager    Justine Richardson
Deputy Managers   Gabbie Howells
  Kerry Rosewarne

Although we charge for all hours, whether 
attended or not, we are able to remove 
meal package charges for planned absences. 
We need 2 weeks notice of any absence. 
Meals will be charged for unplanned 
absences like sickness as we plan our 
catering needs 10 days in advance.

To ensure that we are correctly staffed 
at all times we ask that you adhere to 
your booked times. If you drop off early 
or pick up late, our staffing may not be 
adequate. To deter this, we charge if 
you pick up late or drop off early. Please 
also note that nursery will close at 6pm 
promptly.  If your current hours need 
changing please speak to Justine.

All nursery policies are available for you 
to read on our website. To access them, 
you will need to login – please contact the 
nursery manager for details.

You can view our 4-week menu online at 
www.bristolchildcare.co.uk/meals/menus. 
Our cycle of Winter Menus started on 
1st November, you can find them on our 
website. 

You can contact Managing Director 
Saffia Bullock at any time via e-mail: 
saffia.bullock@bristolchildcare.co.uk

 

Good Friday - 15 April
Easter Monday - 18 April
Early Spring Bank Holiday - 2 May
Spring Bank Holiday - 2 June
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - 3 June

Welcome from Justine

Need to know

Bank Holiday 
Reminder

Nice to know

If you have any comments or 

feedback, please email us at:

priory@bristolchildcare.co.uk

Dates for your Diary

Thursday 3rd March

Friday 10th June

World Book Day

Concept Photography
Please feel free to pop in and 
have your child’s photo taken
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Update from Saffia Bullock, Managing Director

We are delighted to announce that we have been named as 
Aspiration Training’s Childcare Employer of the Year 2021!

We were presented – virtually – with this award just before 
Christmas, and you can watch the video made about us here:

https://www.aspirationtraining.com/learner-employer-awards-winners-2021/

Aspiration Training state: The theme for 2021 was ‘Improving people’s lives 
through education’. 2021 has been a difficult year for many of us and these awards give us an amazing 
opportunity to offer individuals and organisations the chance to be recognised and rewarded for their hard work, 
commitment and success within training and development.

Our employer awards celebrate the relationship that Aspiration Training has with both small and large employers 
across both England and Wales. Showcasing and celebrating the achievements of those who have exceeded 
expectations and shown an understanding of, and commitment to, the improvement of skills development for the 
economy and their sectors.”

We are very proud to be recognised in this way.

“This award is for our whole team. Katie, Justine and Diane, our nursery managers who have the huge job of 
mentoring the apprentices, and working alongside Jo (the trainer from Aspiration) to support and encourage when 
needed. They also have the near impossible job of organising the weekly rota to ensure the apprentices have time 
out of the rooms when they need it for workshops and study while ensuring we stay in ratio and everyone can have 
a lunch break – not an easy task!

Our Head Office staff support with the complicated administration of apprenticeships and the staff who work in 
the rooms support our apprentices by answering their questions and gently teaching and role modelling every day, 
alongside coping with the extra bit of stress when the apprentices have to go and take part in a workshop. 

We truly believe in the benefit of apprenticeships in developing the workforce, but everyone in the team has to 
commit to that, and I’d like to thank our team for that support.

I’d also like to thank Aspiration Training. We work with some fantastic people at Aspiration – from Fran who first got 
us started to Jo who mentors all our apprentices now. We really value the working relationships we have with the 
Aspiration team and thank you to Jo and Aspiration for the honour of being recognised.”

Some of our apprentices are about to qualify and we look forward to celebrating this very soon…

https://www.aspirationtraining.com/learner-employer-awards-winners-2021/
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Core Books

As part of our Curriculum review in light of changes to the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) we have updated our selection of 
Core Books. 

We have chosen a set of core books and songs to support 
the children in developing a love of language, broaden their 
vocabulary, cultural capital and knowledge of the world and 
other people, and help them understand a range of concepts. 
The Curriculum Intent is that all children will be familiar with 
these books and songs by the time they leave Bristol Childcare 
nurseries:

It has been great to see the children so excited about the 
selection of new books that have been brought into nursery over 
the last few weeks.

Please ask your room leader if you would like to find out more 
about our selection of Core Books.

Me Box

Each of our nurseries now have a set of these suitcases and it has 
been lovely to see them being used by some of the new children 
in their first few weeks with us. 

The Me Box is a valuable tool for children settling into nursery 
and is used either at group time or on a one-to-one for those less 
confident children. The children can choose up to five favourite 
things from home to put in so that they can then show us what 
they love.

It can be helpful if you write a small note explaining the 
significance and meaning of the item to your child, especially for 
the younger, or really shy children, that might find it hard to tell us 
themselves.  This helps provide a link between home and nursery 
when we talk about them.
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On Sunday 14 November 2021, Ella took part in the 
Remembrance Parade in the centre of Bristol. Ella was 
taking part as a member of the Army Cadets.

Ella says: “Lest we forget. We will remember you. On 
the 14th November 2021, I took part in town parade. 
It was an incredible experience; I am so proud I got to 
be a part of it!!”

Congratulations Ella on being a part of this event to 
remember those who gave their lives for all of us.

During a week in December, the children 
at The Priory spent time decorating boxes 
to make ‘The Priory Express’. When it 
was completed the children got to board, 
they loved their trip to the north pole.

The Children made their own 
reindeer food to take home 
before Christmas. They 
mixed Oats, Glitter and 
Lavender and poured their 
ingredients into their own 
drawstring bag ready to put 
out on Christmas Eve.

On the last Wednesday before 
Christmas we had our ‘Christmas 
Party’. The children sang to Santa as he 
arrived and he gave a gift to everyone!!

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year to promote the safe and positive use of digital 
technology for children and young people, and to inspire a national conversation about using technology responsibly, 
respectfully, critically, and creatively. Safer Internet Day 2022 was on 8th February and was celebrated with the 
theme ‘All fun and games? Exploring respect and relationships online’.Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet 
Centre. https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022

Safer Internet Day 

The two’s helped pack up all the 
food donations ready to deliver to 
the Food Bank. A huge thank you to 
everyone that donated.

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022

